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which eventually becomes habitual : until the 
voice has been examined, and its registers dis- 
tinctly recognised, words only serve to veil any 
defective note. 

Gradually the pupil should be taught to unite 
text with vocal sounds ; and for this purpose the 
Italian language is best adapted, as, in it, vowels 
greatly preponderate, and favor clear emission of 
voice. On this account, it is an advantage, — nay, 
a requisite, — for every singer to be a thorough 
Italian scholar. Correct pronunciation and pure 
enunciation should be steadily enforced ; clear 
articulation gives greater energy and force to 
song, than can be obtained by any effort at 
loudness of vocal tone. 

Hecitative singing is good exercise for im- 
provement in this branch of art. 

Practice should not be undertaken while the 
stomach is too full or too empty : in the first 
case, vital energy is required for performing the 
functions of digestion, and resents disturbance ; 
in the second case, physical energy is insufficient 
for extra exertion. A good time for practice 
is about an hour after breakfast, or two hours 
after dinner. 

It is essential that practice should be daily, 
however short ; the human voice, unless con- 
stantly exercised, "gets rusty " more easily than 
any other instrument. If regular practice be 
impossible, the student may, at any rate, 
strengthen respiration by inhaling breath, re- 
taining it as long as possible — the chest ex- 
panded, the stomach compressed and flattened — 
and then emitting it as slowly as possible ; this 
must be done with the mouth opened as for 
singing. 

The use of dumb bells has been recommended 
for expanding the chest; but, in my opinion, 
healthy exercise, and the action of singing in 
itself, will be sufficiently beneficial. 

It is scarcely necessary to caution singers 
against the habit of tight-lacing ; the folly of such 
wilful torture, and injury to the respiratory 
organs, must be obvious to all reasoning minds. 
Students should practise at full voice, ex- 
erting the extent of power when taking and 
retaining breath, during vocalisation ; sufficient 
intervals of repose must intervene, and practice 
should not be resumed until all fatigue be past. 

More real progress will thus be made, than if 
the voice be continuously exercised at half 
power. By half power, I do not mean singing 
piano — beautiful piano tones require as much 
full power, or command over the vocal instru- 
ment, for their production, as do the loudest 
sounds ; by half power, I would express that ex- 
haustion of the organs, which renders their 
action uncertain ; a wearied throat can produce 
tones, but of inferior beauty. 

The habit of humming, or singing with the 
mouth closed, is injurious to the voice ; which, 
by a false position assumed by the vocal appara- 
tus, is emitted through improper channels. 



With respect to the diet advisable for a singer, 
it is rational to conclude that all which is con- 
ducive to general health must improve and 
strengthen the voice. Stimulants should be 
avoided ; the constant use of Cayenne pepper, 
snuff, or powerful acids, is extremely injudicious ; 
such astringents, although momentarily effica- 
cious against relaxation, are almost sure, by 
their excessive action on the mucous membrane, 
or lining of the throat, to rob the voice of soft- 
ness and delicacy. 

Great precaution should be used against sud- 
den transitions of temperature, especially after 
great exertion of the vocal organs, which at such 
times are very susceptible, and are easily in- 
jured, or even entirely destroyed, by unprepared 
exposure to damp or cold. 

A prevalent opinion exists, that it is dan- 
gerous to commence the study of singing before 
the age of 14 or 15 ; but this is erroneous. In 
all cases where the vocal and respiratory organs 
are physically strong and naturally well adapted 
to musical employment, there can be no doubt 
that vocalisation is an extremely healthy ex- 
ercise, and tends to promote general muscular 
development. Children may commence singing 
at the age of 5 or 6 years, but should be placed 
under watchful guidance. Practice should be 
suspended when health fails, or when occasional 
debility occurs. 
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Brief Chronicle of the Inst ittonth. 



Accrington. — On the 24th lilt., the Messiah was per- 
formed by the Accrington Choral Society, in the Assembly 
Room of the Peel Institution. The principal vocalists 
were Misses Hiles, Dyer, and Fanny Huddart, and 
Messrs. Haigh and Rosenthal. Mr. Carrodas was the 
leader, and Mr. Barnes conductor. The band and chorus 
numbered two hundred performers. 

Amersham. — The fifth annual concert, given by the 
young gentlemen of Mr. West's Grammar School, took 
place on Thursday, the 9th instant. Mr. W. H. Buch 
conducted. The music was cleverly performed, and the 
concert was highly successful. 

(Continued on page Z77.) 
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Brief Chroxicie— continued from page 372. 

Ashford. — The Choral Society of this town gave a 
vocal and instrumental concert on the 22nd ult. The 
band and chorus numbered about eighty performers, and 
in addition to the members of the society, the professional 
services of Miss Cox and Messrs. Plant and Newsome 
were added, as soloists. The various overtures, glees, and 
choruses, which constituted the programme, were per- 
formed in a highly creditable manner. Mr. Madson was 
the leader, and R. C. Mansell, Esq., conductor. Mr. 
G. Lewis, jun., presided at the pianoforte. The audience 
was very large, and numbers were unable to gain 
admission. 

Barnsley. — On the 15th of December a concert in con- 
nection with the Mechanics* Institute was given by Miss 
Wilson, of Hull, and Messrs. Plowman, Hird, Hudson, 
Holmes, and Turner, from the Institution for the Blind, 
York. 

Bedford.— The Harmonic Society's concert took place 
in the Assembly Room, on the 17th of December, when 
the oratorio, Samson, was performed. The principal 
singers were Misses Goetze and Hawes, Messrs. Cum- 
mings, Diemer, and Haines. Conductor, Mr. Henry 
E. Havergal. 

Birmingham. — The second meeting of the Birmingham 
Musical Union took place at Dee's Royal Hotel, on the 
6th ult., when the performers were Miss Amelia Hill, 
vocalist ; Messrs. Wallerstein, Hayward, Baetens, 
Steward, and Sidel, stringed instruments; and Mr. C. 
Duchemin and Mr. Flavell, on the pianoforte. The music, 
which was classical, was ably performed. 

Bramham. — A concert was given in the Church School- 
room on the 4th of December. The performers were 
Mrs. Sunderland, Miss Shaw, Messrs. Westmoreland, 
Dodson, Radcliflfe, Holt, and Shaw, and also a glee party 
from the Leeds parish church. All parties acquitted 
themselves well, and the concert was an excellent one. 

Brixton. — A Christinas performance of the Messiah 
was given at the Institution in the Gresham Road, on the 
20th of December. The band and chorus of eighty per- 
formers consisted of the members of the Amateur Musical 
Society, and Sacred Harmonic Society, Exeter Hall. The 
principal vocalists engaged were Miss Chambers, Mrs. 
W. Dixon, Messrs. Morgan and Beardwell. Mr. John 
G. Boardman conducted the performance, which was 
in every respect satisfactory. 

Broughton. — On the 4th ult., a concert was given in the 
Broughton Town Hall, by the members of the St. John's 
Choir, a great portion of whom are amateurs. The first 
part consisted of sacred music, and the second Was mis- 
cellaneous. Miss Hulme, the principal soprano, per- 
formed the music allotted to her, including " With ver- 
dure clad," very tastefully. Miss Heywood, a promising 
young artiste, with a rich contralto voice, was greatly 
praised for her execution of " But the Lord is mindful," 
and "Che faro." Miss Wilkinson was encored in 
" M'odi, ah m'odi;" and Mr. Price and Mr. Holt deserve 
to be favourably mentioned. 

Bury (Lancashire). — On Wednesday, the 22nd ult., 
the members of the Bury Church Vocal Society gave their 
first private concert for the season, to a select audience. 
The part-songs and madrigals were sung in a manner 
which called forth the warm approbation of the assembly, 
and which also did great credit to their director and in- 
structor, Mr. Edward J. Spark. 

Bury Choral Concerts. — The Messiah was given in 
the Athenaeum, as the third concert of the season, on 
Christmas Eve. The principal vocalists were Miss 
Whitham, Mrs. Winterbottom, Messrs. Wilson and 
Lambert. Mr. C. A. Seymour was leader of the band, 
and Mr. Banks conductor. 

Cecelian Society — This society gave their 78th ; 
annual performance of Handel's Messiah, on Christmas i 



Eve, at Albion Hall, to a crowded assembly. Miss 
Fordham, Misses H. Mackenzie and Boden, Messrs. 
Morgan and Bervon, were engaged as principal vocalists. 
Trumpet, Mr. T. Harper; organist, Mr. Baines; con- 
ductor, Mr. J. G. Boardman. 

Chatham.— An evening concert of vocal and instru- 
mental music was given by Mr. Emile Berger, at the 
Lecture Hall, on the 17th ult., when a large audience 
assembled, and appeared delighted with the exertions of 
the different vocalists, who consisted of the following 
artistes:— Miss Pyne, Miss Curtice, Mr. John W. Morgan, 
and Mr. Theodore Distin. The brilliant playing of Mr. 
Berger was greatly admired and applauded. 

Cheltenham.— Signora Montignani's second musical 
soiree, at the Montpelier Rotunda, took place during the 
past month, and afforded an opportunity for the display of 
this lady's excellent performance upon the pianoforte. 
Mr. Sainton also performed on the violin, Mr. Paque on 
the violoncello, and Mr. R. Blagrove upon the con- 
certina. Miss Messent contributed several pleasing songs. 

Chester.— The Chester Choral Society gave a concert 
on the 15th ult., in the Music Hall, when selections were 
given from the oratorio of the Messiah. The principal 
vocalists were Mrs. G. Holden and Mrs. Skeaf, Mr. G. 
F. Wilson, and Mr. Samuel Ledsham, assisted by a 
chorus entirely amateur. Mr. D. Stubbs was the leader 
of the band, and Mr. Jukes conductor. The musical 
director and organist was Mr. Ingham. The manner in 
which the selections were given was highly creditable to 
the society. 

Cockermouth.— The members of the Church Choir 
gave their second concert, in the Globe Assembly Rooms, 
on the 9th of December. President, the Rev. G. R. 
Hoskins ; conductor, Mr. E. Houghton. Mr. Bailey, of 
Workington, presided at the pianoforte. The music, 
which was miscellaneous, was well performed. 

Dover. — The Choral Classes have commenced another 
course, under the instruction of Mr. E. Barnes, and are 
rehearsing selections from the great masters. 

Edinburgh. — A successful concert was given on the 
1st of December, in the Music Hal], under the auspices 
of the Thistle Solfeggio Association. The soloists engaged 
were Miss Cole, and Messrs. J. Cole and Jones. The 
orchestra was composed of members of the association. 
Schiller's Lay of the Bell was selected for the occasion, and 
was performed with much taste and judgment. A variety 
of miscellaneous music followed. Messrs. C. Laubach 
and Meaten led the orchestra, and Mr. Geoghegan 
conducted. 

Edmonton.— Mrs. Thomas Perry, for some time past 
organist to St. Paul's, Great Portland-street, has been 
appointed organist to the Parish Church. 

Exeter Hall.— Madame Anna Bishop's concert took 
place at Exeter Hall, on the 13th of December. There 
was a full and efficient orehestra on the occasion, and the 
music was conducted by Mr. George Loder. Madame 
Bishop's first song, " Gratias Agimus," was performed 
with considerable taste, and her execution was greatly 
admired. She was accompanied by Mr. Lazarus on the 
clarionet. She afterwards sang " Oft in the stilly night," 
Mendelssohn's grand scena, " Infelice," and a new ballad 
by Charles Packer. Her reception was enthusiastic, and 
the audience were delighted with the charming style in 
which she sang these favourite compositions. Signor 
Belletti and Mr. Weiss were the otber vocalists upon the 
occasion. Miss Arabella Goddard performed Weber's 
grand Concert Sliick, with the full orchestra, and 
Thalberg's fantasia, " Home, sweet home," in her usual 
exquisite style j and Wieniawski, the celebrated violinist, 
played the " Carnival of Venice," with great taste and 
skill. 

Eyre.— Mr. E. W. Parlett has been elected to succeed 
Mr. C. Whayman, as organist to the parish church of 
Eyre. 
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Forest Gate. — The first concert of the Forest Gate 
Choral Society took place on the 17th ult., at the School- 
room of the above place. The programme consisted of 
a choice selection of anthems, airs, &c, from the Musical 
Times, and the Messiah, in the first part ; and some secular 
pieces from the Musical Times comprised the second part. 
The pianoforte accompaniments were played by Mrs. 
Delevante. Conductor, Mr. W. Stock. 

Haworth.— Mr. J. B. Smith, organist at the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Haworth, near Keighley, has been presented with a 
handsome mahogany writing desk and large Family 
Bible, by the organ committee of the Wesleyan Chapel, 
Newark, in token of their appreciation of his valuable ser- 
vices at the opening of their new organ, October 17th and 
18th, 1858. 

Heywood. — The Bamford Musical Union performed 
the Creation, on Thursday, the 9th ult., in a most satis- 
factory style, under the able management of Mr. Banks. 
Mrs. Sunderland was the principal soprano, and Mr. 
Cooper and Mr. Wrigley sang the tenor and bass parts. 
The chorus singers, who had evidently been well trained, 
were in good tune and time, and executed their parts with 
great precision. The band, with Mr. Mellor at their 
head, played steadily and correctly, and the oratorio went 
off in a most creditable style. 

Honley. — A new organ was opened at St. Mary's 
Church, on the 17th of December. The instrument was 
presented to the church by Miss Marshall, of Honley, 
and was built by Messrs. Kirkland and Jardine, of Man- 
chester, at a cost of £500. Master Beaumont presided 
very efficiently at the instrument, and the choir who 
assisted included Miss Witham, Miss Crosland, Messrs. 
Netherwood and Garner, and a considerable array of vocal 
talent from the neighbourhood, numbering about thirty 
voices. The new organ seemed to give very general 
satisfaction. 

Hyde. — The Hyde Choral Society had a concert at the 
Concert Room, Mottram Road, on the 16th ult., when 
Mrs. Sunderland appeared as principal soprano. Piano- 
forte, Mr. D. Oldham ; leader, Mr. J. Swallow ; and 
conductor, Mr. D. W. Banks. The programme was half 
sacred and half secular, and gave every satisfaction to the 
audience. 

Langport. — Mr. F. T. Honeyball, organist of the 
parish church, gave his annual concert at the Town Hall, 
on the 30th of November. The music was well executed, 
and gave great satisfaction. The principal performers 
were Miss Rootham, Messrs. Yates, Rootham, and D. 
Rootham, of Bristol. 

Leamington. — On the I5th ult. a concert was given in 
the Music Hall, under the management of Messrs. Cox, 
Savage, and Freeman, the first part consisting of selections 
from the Messiah, and the second comprising songs, 
glees, &c. Miss Jeayes, of Rugby, Mrs. Yeoman, and 
Messrs. Yeoman and Grubb, were the principal vocalists, 
and the Warwick Choral Society gave their valuable 
assistance. Mr. G. Savage was leader of the band, and 
Mr. T. E. Cooke, of Warwick, was the conductor. 

Leeds. — The Saturday evening concerts continue to be 
very attractive at the Victoria Hall. Mrs. Sunderland 
and Mr. Dyson have been the principal singers engaged. 
The Cheap Concerts at the Town Hall are kept up with 
spirit. The same singers have been performing. 

Lincoln. — The Lincoln Choral Society's concert took 
place in the Corn Exchange, on the 20th of December, 
under the patronage of the principal inhabitants of the 
town. The programme consisted of selections from the 
oratorios of Handel and Haydn. The principal vocalists 
were Miss H. Walker, and Messrs. Mason, Turton, 
Barroclough, Luinley, and Akrill. Mr. Tayton, piano- 
forte ; Mr. Mason,. jun., harmonium; and Mr.' W. Mason, 
conductor. The band and chorus, consisting of eighty 
performers, were well trained, and the music was ex- 
ecuted with taste and precision. 



Marple. — Mr. T. Wyatt gave the first of a series 
of miscellaneous concerts, on the 6th ult., in the National 
School-room, under the patronage of the gentry of the 
district. The principal vocalists were Miss Gell, Miss 
Swain, Messrs. Ogden, Hollis, and Mellor; instru- 
mentalists, Messrs. Elliot, Taylor, Tym. Taylor, and 
Mullineaux. Mr. T. Wyatt presided at the pianoforte. 
The programme was well selected and carefully performed. 

Market Rasen. — An effort has been made to com- 
mence a choral society here, which has been very success- 
ful, and the patronage of the Right Hon. T. C. D'Eyncourt 
and R. H. Boucherette, Esq., has been obtained. A meet- 
ing for the formation of the society was held on the 25th 
inst., in the Market Hall, which was well attended; 
T. Randall, Esq., in the chair. Mr. J. Brocklesby has 
been elected leader. 

Melbourne, Victoria. — Mendelssohn's St. Paul was 
performed in the Exhibition Building, Melbourne, before 
a numeraus audience, on Tuesday, September 21st. Mr. 
King, late of the Bath concerts, was the leader ; Mr. G. 
R. G. Pringle, late of London, presided at the organ. 
Principal vocalists, Miss Hamilton, Mrs. Batten, Mr. 
Ewart, and Mr. Farquharson. The manner in which the 
choruses were rendered reflected great credit upon the 
conductor, Mr. Goold. It may not he uninteresting for 
our readers to be informed that the Philharmonic Society 
of Melbourne, which now numbers over one hundred per- 
formers, has been in operation for more than five years, 
during which period nearly the whole of the standard 
compositions of the great masters have been successfully 
given. 

Morley.— A miscellaneous selection of sacred music 
was given in Zion Chapel on the 29th of November, to a 
crowded audience. The principals were Mrs. Sunderland, 
Miss Newell, Messrs. Fox, Sykes, and Bentley. Mr. 
Bowling conducted, and Mr. Naylor presided at the 
organ. 

Diss. Norfolk— On the 20th ult., the Sacred Har- 
monic Society of this town gave a performance of Judas 
Maccabceus. in the Corn Hall. The principal singers 
were Misses Belden, Bond, Alger, and Welham ; Messrs. 
Ladell, Atkinson, and Dyson, — who all acquitted them- 
selves well in the recitatives, songs, and duets entrusted 
to them. The band and chorus, which was strengthened 
by several members of the Norwich Choral Society, num- 
bered nearly eighty performers. Mr. Harcourt, organist 
to the Norwich Festivals, conducted; Master! Thouless 
presided at the organ. The choruses went with great 
precision and effect. 

On the 8th of December, a Musical Pe rformance, in aid 
of the Carr Street Ragged School, was given to a 
numerous audience, at the Schoolroom, Garden Street, 
when about fifty members of the Tonic Sol-fa Association 
performed a selection of music, including sundry 
choruses of Handel, a selection from Bach's Motett No. 5, 
and some glees and part-songs. Miss Stirling played 
several pianoforte morceaux, and, in conjunction with Mr. 
Kemp, favoured the audience with two duets for piano 
and violin, which were much applauded. 

Orange Street Chapel.— The Westminster Vocal 
Union made their first appearance in public at the above 
chapel, on the 8th ult. The principal vocalists were 
Misses Kent and Laura Summers, and Messrs. W. 
Robinson and Sainsbury. Conductor, Mr. James Robin- 
son. The music was well selected and efficiently per- 
formed. 

Putney —A number of glees and anthems, selected 
from the Musical Times, were performed before an excel- 
lent audience in the Infant School-room, on Tuesday, 
December 14th, by the members of the Hullah Singing 
Class, under the direction of Mr. William Evans, the pro- 
ceeds being applied to school purposes. This was the 
first appearance of the class in public. The performance 
was warmly applauded by the audience. Several songs 
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by Mr. Evans, and some pianoforte solos, by Mr. H. 
Baumer, organist of Dulwich College, were much 
praised. 

Richmond, Surrey. — The recently formed Richmond 
Musical Society gave their first concert in the large 
School-room, Eton Street, on the 23rd ult., to a crowded 
audience. The orchestra, consisting of professional and 
amateur members — about forty performers— was ably 
conducted by Dr. Selle. The concert upon the whole 
gave great satisfaction, and the music, which was well 
selected, was performed with much precision and effect. 

Royal Academy of Music. — The nomination for the 
two vacant King's Scholarships took place on Monday, the 
20th ult. The Board of Examiners consisted of Mr. 
Cipriani Potter, Chairman ; Mr. John Goss, Mr. Charles 
Lucas, Mr. G. A. Macfarren, Mr. Henry Blagrove, Mr. 
W. Dorrell, and Mr. W. Lovell Phillips. The number 
of candidates examined was thirty-six: thirteen young 
gentlemen and twenty-three young ladies. The fol- 
lowing were elected scholars : — Miss Charlotte Tasker 
and Master George Hale Thomas. The following can- 
didates were specially commended: — Misses M. A. 
Lindlev, E. Bailey, C. M. Wallace, M. A. Walsh, 
H. Clint, and C. Fitzpatric; Messrs. F. J. Amor, P. 
Waddell, J. T. Hill, L. Lee.H. C. Allison. B. Mallutrall, 
E. R. T. Terry, and R. T. Jefferies. The following was 
commended : — Miss H. Condron. 

Runcorn. — A concert of vocal music, in connection 
with the Literary Institute, was given by the members of 
the parish church choir, on the 7th ult. The music, 
which was performed entirely by amateurs, was well ex- 
ecuted, and elicited much applause. Mr. A. Macdonald, 
organist of the church, accompanied on the pianoforte, 
and Mr. Ablett was the choir-master. 

Salisbury. — The Sarum Choral Society gave their 
fourth and last open night for the season on the 14th ult., 
when a selection of music was performed from the works 
of Mendelssohn, Mozart, Marcello, and Handel, to a large 
audience. Great praise is due to Mr. J. Richardson, 
assistant organist of Salisbury Cathedral, for the efficient 
maimer in which he conducted. Mr. Blind presided at 
the pianoforte with his usual Bkil). We are happy 
to state that this society is at present in a very flourishing 
condition. 

Seacroft —Miss Hickes gave a concert here on the 
2nd of Dec, under the auspices of the Mutual Improve- 
ment Society. She was ably supported by Mrs. Gill, 
Messrs. Westmoreland and Dodson, and Mrs. Fox, who 
presided at the pianoforte. 

Southampton. — On Tuesday, Dec. 7th, an organ, built 
by H. C. Lincoln, enlarged and erected by W. Walker, 
of London, was opened at St. James' New Church. 
There were full choral services both morning and evening, 
which were sung by the choir belonging to the church in 
a very effective manner. The anthems were " Praise the 
Lord," J. Goss; " Blessed is the man," Patten; "Praise 
the Lord, ye servants," Novello; and " Plead thou my 
cause," from Mozart's Twelfth Mass. E. J. Hopkins, Esq.. 
presided at the instrument, and Mr. John lvimey, of 
London, conducted. The solos were well rendered by 
Miss Anna Butt, Miss Dell, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Scholefield 
—The Choral Harmonic Society gave a concert at the 
Royal Victoria Rooms on the 21st ult. The music, which 
was ably performed, consisted of selections from Mozart's 
Twelfth Mass, Haydn's Third Mass, St. Paul, and the 
Messiah,— and an anthem composed by Mr. Alexander 
Rowland, the conductor of the society. 

Southwark. — The Tonic Sol-fa Singing Class con- 
tinues to meet every Friday evening, in Mansfield Street, 
Borough Road, under the direction of Mr. R. K. Toulson. 

St. Martin's Hall. — Mr. Hullah's second concert for 
the season took place on Wednesday, the 8th of Decem- 
ber, at St. Martin's Hall. The programme comprised 
Mendelssohn's Lauda Sion, Beethoven's Symphony in D, 



and Professor Bennett's new cantata, The May-Queen. The 
chorus consisted of Mr. Hullah's first upper singing 
school, and the orchestra was complete in all branches. 
The concert, both for the interest of the programme and 
the merits of the performance, may be ranked amongst the 
best ever provided by Mr. Hullah. The Lauda Sion has 
not met with any great amount of favor from the public, 
but it has been performed more than once under Mr. 
Hullah's auspices, and it was never better executed than 
on this occasion. The solo singers were Miss Martin, 
Mdlle. Behrens, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Weiss, who 
were highly successful in their several parts. Beethoven's 
Symphony was admirably played by the band, and the 
audience evidently appreciated the music. The novelty 
of the evening was Mr. Bennett's May- Queen. This 
cantata was brought out at the Leeds Festival last 
summer, and this was its first performance before a Lon- 
don audience. The text of the libretto was furnished by 
Mr. H. F. Chorley, who has produced a very pleasing 
story. It opens with a chorus of villagers singing the 
praises of the month of May; after which, a rustic swain 
tells ofhis love for the May-Queen, which he fears is un- 
requited. The village beauty then appears, and amuses 
herself by playing the coquette, and driving her lover to 
despair. This foolish humour she carries a little too far, 
by a flirtation with the. bold forester, Robin Hood, who 
boasts "That there's never a lady of high degree, but 
hoardeth her kindest of smiles for me." He attempts to 
prove this upon the lips of the Queen of May, when the 
lover, who is greatly incensed at his freedom, avenges the 
insult with a blow. He is then reminded that the man 
who raises his hand against another on the royal land, is 
liable to the severest punishment. At this moment the 
Queen and her Court appear. She makes enquiry into the 
cause of the disturbance, and discovers one of her noble 
lords disguised as Robin Hood. She rebukes the courtier 
for his conduct, and enjoins immediate matrimony between 
the May-Queen and her village swain. They follow her 
Majesty's excellent advice, and all goes merry as a mar- 
riage bell. The music is altogether light and elegant, 
joyous but classical, full of melody, and rich in harmony. 
The soprano part for the May-Queen was neatly and 
effectively sung by Miss Banks. Robin Hood was per- 
sonated by Mr. Weiss : the buffo solo, " 'Tis jolly to hunt 
in the bright moonlight," is a characteristic ballad well 
suited to his voice; it was sung with much dramatic 
effect. The tenor music for the lover was taken, at a 
short notice, by Mr. W. Cooper, supplying tbe place of 
Mr. S. Reeves, who was advertised for that part. His 
singing, though tame, was correct and agreeable, and he 
succeeded in pleasing the audience. Mdlle. Behrens, as 
the Queen, has but a few bars to sing, but whatever she 
does is done well ; her voice was very effective in the con- 
certed pieces. It is a great practical defect in the can- 
tata, that no better music is allotted to the contralto. The 
choruses are excellent, and those of a light and easy 
nature were well sung; the more intricate parts were by 
no means perfect. The band deserved great praise for the 
manner in which they played the overture and accompani- 
ments. The enthusiasm of the audience was unbounded, 
and most of the pieces were encored. At the conclusion 
of the evening, Professor Bennett was called forward by 
his admirers, and was overwhelmed with plaudits from all 
parts of the building. — On Monday, the 20th, the Messiah 
was performed, under the direction of Mr. Hullah. The 
solos were sung by Miss Banks, Miss Fanny Rowland, 
Miss Dolby, M:. Montem Smith, and Mr. Thomas. The 
performance was upon the whole satisfactory. Miss Row- 
land was particularly successful in the parts allotted to 
her. Her voice is of excellent quality, and her singing 
highly artistic. 

The Welshpool Choral and Madrigal Society, 
numbering about 80 members, gave their annual concert 
on Thursday, Dec. 23. Principal vocalist, Mr H. Phillips. 
Mr. Rawlings, of Shrewsbury, presided at the harmonium 
and pianoforte ; and Mr. Sloman, organist of St.. Mary's, 
conducted. The gems of the evening were Croft's anthem, 
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" God is gone up," the " Hallelujah Chorus," and the 
madrigals, " Ingoing to my lonesome bed," and "Awake, 
sweet love." 

Victoria Hall. — The Classical Harmonists' Society 
performed Handel's Acis and Galatea on the 3rd ult., fol- 
lowed by a miscellaneous selection pf music. Mrs. Sun- 
derland, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Winn, were the 
vocalists. The serenata was very correctly performed, and 
gave great satisfaction. 

Wisbech. — On the 7th of December, the members of 
the Singing Class in connection with the Mechanics' 
Institute gave their annual soiree in the Public Hall, when 
the building was completely filled. The vocalists were 
all members of the Singing Class, and they executed the 

Sieces named in the programme with great precision. 
Ir. Boyden presided at the pianoforte, and Mr. Beatley 
was conductor. 

Worcester. — Two concerts on a grand scale, morning 
and evening, were given at the Music Hall, on the 7th of 
Dec, by the Harmonic Society. The committee had 
secured the services of Madame Rudersdorff, Miss Palmer, 
Messrs. Montem Smith, Thomas, and Briggs, as vocalists ; 
HeiT Molique, solo violin ; Herr Rendegger, pianist ; Mr 
Harper, trumpet ; Mr. W. Haynes, organ and harmonium ; 
Mr. D'Egville, leader. Conductors, Herr Rendegger and 
Mr. Jones. The programme for the morning comprised 
a selection from Rossini's Stabat Mater, and a variety of 
secular music. In the evening, there was a selection from 
Handel's Samson. The principal solos were admirably 
sung, and the choruses were very effective, being executed 
with steadiness and precision. The accompaniments were 
well played by the band. The committee deserve much 
praise for their spirited and successful endeavours to pro- 
duce such satisfactory performances. — Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Penny gave an evening concert on the 14th ult. at the 
Music Hall. The music was of a high character, and the 
performance spirited. The artistes were Mesdames Julia 
Smith and Penny, and Messrs. Mason, Penny, Atmanni, 
Nappi, and R. Blagrove. Mr. F. Smith, from Cheltenham, 
presided at the pianoforte. 

Worcester. — A concert by the Recreation Bands took 
place here on the 29th of November. The principal 
vocalists were Mrs. Evans, Messrs. Pugh, Wood, Parker, 
and Coombs. Mr. T. Edmonds accompanied on the 
pianoforte, Mr. C. Addis was the leader of the orchestra, 
and Mr. Langdon the conductor. The singing class, 
under the direction of Mr. Langdon, executed two 
choruses with much spirit and precision. 



Taxes on Knowledge. — The annual meeting of the 
Association for promoting the Repeal of the Duty on 
Paper, the last of the taxes on knowledge, will be held in 
Exeter Hall, on Wednesday, the 2nd of February. 



TO BE SOLD, a very superior Chamber Organ, built by 
J. C. Bishop for the late owner (an Amateur, deceased), 
in a handsome zebra wood case, with pillars, gilt mouldings, 
and silk front, — suitable for a drawing-room. It has two rows 
of keys, Great Organ and Swell, or Solo Organ, with General 
Swell acting upon both. Height, 9 feet ; width, 7 feet 3 
inches ; depth, 3 feet 4 inches. Compass of Great Organ, 
from double G to C above F in alt., 60 notes. The other set 
of keys from fiddle G to G, 37 notes. The great organ con- 
tains the following stops, viz. : dulciana ; open and stopped 
diapason; principal; bass and treble ; fifteenth; sesquialtra; 
and trumpet. The swell or solo organ : open diapason ; flute ; 
clarabella ; cremona ; hautboy ; and coupler. It has an octave 
of pedals, which pull down the lower notes of the great organ. 
It has also 4 of J. C. Bishop's patent composition pedals. The 
organ cost the_ owner above 4.13 guineas, and is now offered at 
£220. Application to be made to J. P. Jewson, Organist, 
Finkle-street, Stockton-on-Tees. 



Printed on a large card, price is. 

THE BOAR'S-HEAD SONG, as sung annually in pro- 
cession in the Hall of Queen's College, Oxford, on 
Christmas-day. Arranged by L. G. Hayne, Mus. Bac, 
Organist of Queen's College. 
London : J. A. Novello, 69, Dean-st., Soho, and 35, Poultry. 

Just published, price 6d. 

I WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS. A Song. 
The Poetry by Edward N. Marks ; the Music composed 
by W. T. Belcher. 

Birmingham : W. T. Belcher, Ashsted-row ; 
London: Messrs. D'Almaine and Co., New Bond-street. 



THE HOLY FAMILY.— Sacred Melodies from the great 
Masters, arranged by W. H. Callcott. 2nd and 3rd 
Series. Piano Solo, 5s. ; Duet, 5s. Accompaniments for 
Flute, Violin, or Violoncello, is. each. 

Cramer, Beale, and Co., 201, Regent-street. 



THE ROSE OF CASTILLE QUADRILLES, Waltzes, 
and Polka, from Balfe's popular Opera, " The Rose of 
Castille ; " also the Airs arranged for the Pianoforte, Single 
and Duets, by Callcott. 

London : Cramer, Beale, and Co. 



EICHLER'S EMPIRE or VIENNOIS QUADRILLE. 
Second Edition (altered and simplified), published by 
James Byrn, at Messrs. Duff and Hodgson's, 65, Oxford-street. 



Just published, price 6d. 

THE CHIMES of the New PALACE at WESTMINSTER. 
Arranged for 4 voices, by James Hine. " By the pub- 
lication of the notes in this form, we may all join together in 
singing the Chimes of Westminster." Vide the Musical Times, 
December 1st. 

M. D. Roux, 18, Bridge-street, Westminster. (S.W.) 



Valuable Musical Library to be disposed of, — the property of 
a deceased Professor, — among which will be found the 
following rare and standard Works : — 

BOYCE'S CATHEDRAL MUSIC, Burney's History 
(subscriber's copy, in perfect condition), Dictionary of 
Musicians, Albrechtsberger's Harmony, Cherubini's Counter- 
point; the Studies of Bach, Chopin, Cramer, Moschelles ; 
Rink's Organ School ; several- vols, of standard Organ and 
Pianoforte Music, Oratorios, Anthems, Psalmody, and a great 
variety of sheet music by Beethoven, Mendelssohn,Weber, Mos- 
chelles, Dohler, Hummel, Thalberg, Bennett, &c. Quarterly 
Musical Review (10 vols.), Musical World from the com- 
mencement, Maelzel's Bell Metronome. Application to be 
made to Mr. Taylor, Guildhall Chambers, Basinghall-street, 
London, where the works may be seen, from the 5th to the 
12th inst., between the hours of 11 and 2 each day. 

PRIZE GLEES FOR CHILDREN'S VOICES.— The 
Committee of the Tonic Sol-fa Association offer a 
Prize of Ten Guineas for the best, and Five Guineas for 
the second-best Glee or Part Song, suitable for performance 
at their next Juvenile Concert, to be held at the Crystal 
Palace in the course of the ensuing summer. 

CONDITIONS. 

The Glee or Part Song must not be for more than Four 
Voice Parts. 

The Words must be of an instructive or moral tendency, 
thoroughly suitable for Children ; not merely childish rhymes. 

Each Manuscript to have two mottoes written on it, and 
to be accompanied by a sealed envelope, bearing on the 
outside the same mottoes, and enclosing the Composer's name. 
Unsuccessful Manuscripts will be returned on application, 
with the envelopes unopened. 

All Manuscripts to be forwarded on or before the 15th of 
February, 1859, addressed to the "Prize Glee Committee, 
Tonic Sol-fa Association, care of Messrs. Keith, Prowse, and 
Co., 48, Cheapside. (E.C.) 

The Coyright of the successful pieces to be the property of 
the Tonic Sol-fa Association. 

S. Lindrer, Treasurer. 



